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This  is  the  second  number  of  the  Missionary  Train¬ 
ing  School  series  of  twelve  pamphlets  which  are  now 
coming  from  the  press.  The  first  number,  “John 
Wesley  as  a  Philanthropist  and  the  Social  Mission  of 
Methodism,”  is  having  a  wide  circulation.  The  Train¬ 
ing  School  has  secured  an  exceptionally  high  grade  of 
missionary  literature  in  this  series,  and  every  effort 
is  being  made  to  issue  each  number  in  the  most  con¬ 
venient  and  attractive  form.  The  twelve  pamphlets 
contain  about  360  pages,  and  treat  of  almost  every 
important  phase  of  missionary  work.  A  list  of  the 
subjects  and  authors  is  given  on  page  31  of  this  num¬ 
ber. — Editor. 
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Paul  as  a  iHisBimiarg. 

I  WILL  ask  you  to  think  with  me  for  a  moment 
over  Paul’s  words  that  give  a  helpful  key  to  what 
his  life  meant — the  supreme  aim  of  his  life: 

Howbeit  what  things  were  gain  to  me,  these  have  I  counted 
loss  for  Christ.  Yea  verily,  and  I  count  all  things  to  be  loss 
for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord: 
for  whom  I  suffered  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them 
but  dung,  that  I  may  gain  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him,  not 
having  a  righteousness  of  mine  own,  even  that  which  is  of  the 
law,  but  that  which  is  through  faith  in  Christ,  the  righteous¬ 
ness  which  is  of  God  by  faith:  that  I  may  know  him,  and 
the  power  of  his  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  his  suffer¬ 
ings,  becoming  conformed  unto  his  death;  if  by  any  means  I 
may  attain  unto  the  resurrection  from  the  dead. 

The  tenth  and  eleventh  verses  let  us  read  again, 
from  the  third  of  Philippians: 

That  I  may  know  him,  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection, 
and  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings,  becoming  conformed  unto 
his  death;  if  by  any  means  I  may  attain  unto  the  resurrection 
from  the  dead. 

Let  us  ask  God  to  guide  us  in  the  study  of  Paul’s 
work. 

PRATER. 

We  do  thank  thee,  O  Christ,  that  thou  hast  used  thy  serv¬ 
ants  in  the  days  gone  by  for  such  large  things;  and  we  know, 
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O  Christ,  that  thou  art  the  same  Lord  to-day  as  in  the  days 
of  old;  and  we  know  that  we  have  the  same  needy  world,  the 
same  great  fields  waiting  that  were  in  the  days  gone  by;  and 
we  know,  O  Christ,  that  thou  art  waiting  to  place  us  where 
our  lives  may  mean  something  approaching  what  the  lives  of 
those  of  old  meant.  So  we  ask  thee  to-night,  as  we  study  what 
thou  didst  do  through  the  life  of  one  of  thy  servants  in  the 
early  days,  that  our  holiest  ambitions  may  be  stirred,  our 
deepest  purposes  may  be  even  deepened,  and  we  may  go  from 
this  hour  determined  to  give  Christ  a  larger  chance,  that  we 
may  live  lives  of  larger  fruitfulness.  As  we  begin,  we  would 
say  to  thee,  O  Christ,  show  us  any  field,  show  us  any  sphere 
of  work  where  thou  dost  want  us,  and  we  will  enter  it,  so  be  it 
thou  dost  go  with  us;  we  will  enter  it  with  absolute  courage, 
and  with  deep  certainty  that  in  that  place  we  can  most  glo¬ 
rify  thee  and  reap  the  largest  reward  in  the  end.  Help  us 
to-night  to  be  utterly  in  thy  hands  for  thy  work.  We  ask  it 
in  thy  name.  Amen. 

At  a  Student  Volunteer  Convention  held  a  few 
years  ago  Mr.  Speer  was  asked  to  speak  on  “Paul 
as  a  Missionary  Example” — one  of  the  opening  ad¬ 
dresses  of  that  great  convention.  He  began  by  say¬ 
ing  that  probably  many  of  those  present  would  think 
it  a  better  theme  if  he  talked  upon  “Christ  as  a 
Missionary;”  and  yet  he  said  that  he  believed  that 
after  all  it  was  not  an  unfortunate  thing  that  his 
theme  should  be  “Paul  as  a  Missionary  Example,” 
rather  than  Christ;  though  he  said  if  it  had  been  left 
to  himself  he  would  have  chosen  Christ.  The  reason 
he  gave  for  the  advantage  of  studying  Paul  was  that 
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many  of  us  can  learn  as  deep  a  lesson  from  Christ’s 
great  servant  as  we  can  from  Paul’s  greater  Master. 
For  in  some  way  the  Christ,  in  his  servant,  comes  so 
close  alongside  of  us;  while  the  great  Master  is  lifted 
so  far  above  us  that  if  we  feel  that  we  are  to  measure 
up  to  his  example  and  follow  in  his  footsteps  we  are 
called  to  undertake  the  impossible.  But  these  two 
phases  of  life  are  needed  for  us.  We  must  always 
keep  the  vision  of  the  Christ  clear  and  full  before  us; 
but  we  must  always  also  keep  close  alongside  those 
early  servants  of  his,  to  see  how  much  one  life  may 
appropriate  of  his  life  and  how  much  one  may  be 
expected  to  achieve  through  his  presence  and  through 
his  indwelling. 

Another  reason  for  advantage  in  studying  the  life 
of  Paul  is  that  it  takes  us  really  into  another  sphere 
of  service  from  that  in  which  Christ  was  engaged. 

Christ  had  a  difficult  task,  and  in  some  ways  the 
most  difficult  task.  He  attempted  to  make  of  the 
people  of  God  a  missionary  people,  and  Paul  went 
out  to  make  a  missionary  people  out  of  raw  material. 
In  some  ways  to  make  over  a  narrow,  self-centered 
Church  into  a  missionary  Church  is  a  more  thank¬ 
less  and  difficult  undertaking  than  to  press  out  into 
new  fields  and  new  territory  and  build  up  a  mission¬ 
ary  Church  and  people  out  of  the  absolutely  raw  ma¬ 
terial.  Paul  took  that  work — was  given  that  work 

of  the  foreign  missionary. 
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The  pathos  of  Christ’s  life  is  the  restraint  put 
upon  it.  You  feel  all  the  time  as  you  are  studying 
his  life  that  the  limitation  that  is  thrown  about  him 
is  against  the  whole  prompting  of  his  nature;  and  yet 
this  is  his  mission,  and  this  is  the  needful  work. 
That  Samaritan  woman,  those  Greeks,  the  very  glimpse 
of  the  outside  world — these  seem  to  stir  and  fire  our 
Lord.  Yet  he  was  constrained  to  limit  his  ministry 
to  the  Jews  alone,  feeling  that  he  must  make  in  them 
a  base  of  supplies,  a  source  of  world  power,  through 
which  to  carry  on  his  great  work.  Paul  works  un¬ 
der  constraint — the  constraining  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 
He  wanted  to  work  among  the  Jews,  but  it  was  not 
for  him  to  limit  himself  to  them;  for  this  great  love 
seized  him  and  thrust  him  out,  thrust  him  out  among 
those  who  were  far  afield,  to  tell  them  of  the  Christ. 
It  is  this  life  then,  pushed  beyond  itself,  forced  up¬ 
ward  and  outward  past  its  largest  expectations,  its 
greatest  ambitions — it  is  this  man  that  we  come  to 
study  to-night. 

Of  course  in  the  time  we  have  it  is  impossible  to 
do  more  than  see  just  a  phase  of  Paul’s  missionary 
work;  and  I  have  chosen,  as  the  line  of  thought  un¬ 
der  which  to  study  Paul,  the  cycle  of  progress  through 
which  he  passed. 

Paul’s  life  seems  to  me  to  break  up  into  three  or 
four  great  cycles  of  development,  of  growth — a  cycle 
of  experience  through  which  each  one  of  us  must 
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pass  if  we  are  on  the  pathway  of  progress  and  of  en¬ 
largement.  I  see  this  process  going  on  in  each  great 
stage  of  Paul’s  life: 

1.  The  discipline  of  God. 

2.  A  vision  of  work. 

3.  Obedience  to  that  vision. 

4.  A  reward. 

And  that  reward  in  each  case  becomes  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  another  discipline  of  God ;  another  vision  of 
work,  larger,  waiting;  another  great  act  of  obedience 
to  this  vision  of  God;  and  then  another  reward.  And 
so  it  goes;  it  is  a  cycle  of  growth  through  which  the 
progressive  Christian  and  servant  of  God  will  always 
pass. 

In  the  book  of  Judges,  in  the  olden  time,  we  reaa 
of  another  cycle — the  cycle  of  the  down  grade.  It 
will  do  you  good  sometime  to  take  up  those  stories 
in  the  Judges  and  see  the  framework  in  which  each 
is  placed: 

1.  Apostasy. 

2.  Disaster. 

3.  A  cry  to  God  for  help. 

4.  Relief.  ; 

i 

And  then  again,  apostasy  and  defeat,  and  a  cry  to 
God  for  help  and  deliverance.  That  is  the  cycle  of 
the  down  grade.  , 

O  that  God  would  help  us  to  live  through  these 
processes  that  make  for  the  upward  and  the  higher, 


12 


PAUL  AS  A  MISSIONARY. 


and  keep  us  free  from  that  vicious  circle  that  moves 
downward  and  downward,  and  with  each  turn  goes 
lower. 

It  is  to  see  this  phase  of  Paul’s  life — the  growth  of 
a  great  missionary,  and  of  the  first  great  missionary 
— that  we  have  come  together  to-night. 

The  one  great  lesson  that  comes  to  me — a  prelim¬ 
inary  lesson — out  of  Paul’s  life  is  just  this:  that  vi¬ 
sion  and  service  are  the  two  things  that  make  a  great 
servant  of  God.  If  you  have  a  vision  of  what  ought 
to  be,  and  do  not  throw  yourself  into  making  the 
vision  true,  you  are  a  mere  dreamer  and  count  for 
nothing.  If  you  serve  and  toil  without  vision — and 
too  many  of  us  do  that — you  are  a  mere  drudge,  and 
your  task  is  heavy  and  burdensome.  It  is  only  when 
the  vision  and  the  service  are  close  together  that  we 
are  living  up  to  the  measure  of  the  Christian  life. 
And  you  will  find  these  two  brought  together  in 
Paul’s  life  in  every  instance. 

The  first  stage  in  Paul’s  life  to  which  I  will  call 
your  attention  is  that  which  closes  with  the  round  of 
his  first  great  journey  and  the  planting  of  his  first 
great  Churches. 

Paul’s  discipline  of  preparation  for  that  first  great 
work  seems  very  remote  when  we  begin  to  take  it  up. 
He  was  a  young  man,  brought  up  after  the  striotest 
order  of  the  Pharisees,  provincial,  narrow,  bigoted, 
all  contact  with  the  outside  world  seeming  to  feed  just 
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that  narrow,  bigoted  spirit  which  he  had  within  him. 
Although  Paul  came  from  Tarsus,  one  of  the  most 
liberal  and  cosmopolitan  cities  of  the  time,  perhaps 
the  very  atmosphere  of  that  city  drove  him  to  a 
greater  extreme  in  the  narrowness  of  his  religious 
life;  for  reaction  from  opportunity  always  leaves 
us  worse  than  if  we  had  never  had  opportunity. 
And  so  it  was  probably  with  Paul.  From  this  cos¬ 
mopolitan  city  and  his  training  in  Jerusalem,  he  be¬ 
came  the  most  bigoted  persecutor  and  inquisitor  that 
the  Christian  Church  had  ever  had.  Those  were  the 
lines  of  discipline  through  which  he  passed.  He  had 
tested  Pharisaism  to  the  very  full.  Usually  when 
God  wants  to  correct  a  thing  that  is  against  his  king¬ 
dom,  he  selects  a  bigoted  representative  of  it,  claims 
him  for  his  own,  and  sets  him  to  work  to  make  it 
right.  He  went  into  the  heart  of  sacramentarianism, 
called  out  John  Wesley,  and  we  have  had  an  evan¬ 
gelical  phase  of  faith  since  that  time.  He  went  into 
a  monastery  and  found  a  devotee  of  asceticism — 
Martin  Luther — brought  him  into  the  evangelical 
life,  and  hence  we  have  Protestantism.  He  went  into 
the  heart  of  Pharisaism  and  found  a  man  that  had 
been  a  Pharisaic  inquisitor,  and  shed  abroad  his  own 
love  in  his  heart,  and  threw  his  own  light  about  his 
life,  and  made  him  a  great  missionary.  That  is  the 
discipline  through  which  Paul  was  brought;  he  knew 
what  it  meant  to  be  a  devotee  of  a  faith  apart  from 
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Christ,  a  devotee  of  a  plan  of  self-righteousness;  and 
there  came  to  him,  after  this  discipline,  the  vision  for 
which  his  soul  was  utterly  hungry. 

I  am  sure  that  it  was  a  hardship  for  Paul  to  be 
killing  the  innocent  people  that  his  faith  was  driving 
him  to  kill;  and  upon  the  way,  at  the  very  acme  of 
his  career  as  a  murderer  of  the  people  of  God,  J esus 
Christ  appeared  to  him  one  day — a  light  that  came 
from  above — and  he  arose,  assured  that  J  esus  Christ 
was  alive;  assured  that  God’s  fatherly  grace  had  sent 
Jesus  Christ  to  speak  to  him.  He  was  ready  to  let 
Jesus  Christ  drop  into  the  central  place  of  his  life. 
If  Paul  had  time  to  think  a  moment,  he  would  say,  as 
he  says  here  in  Philippians:  “It  is  the  loss  of  every¬ 
thing;  there  is  not  anything  I  have  that  is  not  for¬ 
feited  if  I  throw  myself  in  with  Jesus  Christ.  What 
about  all  this  Pharisaic  life  I  have  been  leading  ?  I 
simply  turn  my  back  upon  everything  that  pertains 
to  it.  I  shall  incur  the  uttermost  hatred  of  the  people 
who  have  made  my  life  what  it  is.”  Yet  Paul  soon 
found  that  there  was  not  a  change  of  anything  but 
the  center.  One  day  self  slipped  out,  and  Christ 
entered  in;  it  was  the  same  man  but  organized 
about  a  different  center;  and  so  all  of  Paul’s  splen¬ 
did  gifts,  all  of  his  magnificent  insight,  all  of  his 
fine  intensity,  all  the  elements  of  strength  about 
him,  were  brought  into  full  play  because  simply 
Christ  was  given  the  central  place.  Paul  realized 
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after  a  time  that  he  had  not  suffered  the  loss  of  any¬ 
thing. 

This  vision  of  the  Christ  was  very  closely  associated 
with  the  vision  to  press  out  to  the  fields  beyond. 
Paul  says  himself,  in  one  place,  that  the  moment 
he  accepted  Christ  and  gave  him  the  central 
place  in  his  life,  there  came  to  him  the  deep  im¬ 
pression  that  he  must  not  go  to  his  own  people 
simply,  but  that  he  must  go  forth  to  those  whom  he 
had  counted  as  dogs  up  to  this  time.  He  went  out 
into  Arabia;  spent  those  years  of  quiet  grappling 
with  this  great  vision  of  a  career  among  those  whom 
he  had  despised  heretofore,  asking  himself  if  he  could 
accept  a  God  who  did  not  work  on  the  lines  of  racial 
preference,  but  on  the  lines  of  human  need.  He 
came  back  to  J erusalem  and  was  there  in  the  temple, 
pondering  over  this  vision  that  Christ  had  given  him, 
saying  to  the  Master:  “Let  me  work  among  my  own 
people,  for  you  know  my  life.  I  have  led  so  many 
of  them  along  the  old  way;  just  give  me  a  chance  to 
work  my  new  life  into  their  lives.”  Christ  said: 
“They  will  not  hear  you;  I  mean  that  you  shall  go 
far  hence  to  the  Gentiles.”  So  the  vision  was  re¬ 
newed.  Then  Paul  went  out  for  those  seven  years 
more  of  apprenticeship  at  Tarsus,  struggling  away, 
battling  away,  probably  among  his  own  people,  try¬ 
ing  to  realize  this  vision  which  he  had  had;  and  there 
came,  at  the  close  of  this  period  probably,  the  great 
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vision  of  Second  Corinthians  xii.,  of  which  he  said: 
“I  knew  a  man  in  Christ,  fourteen  years  ago, 
caugnt  up  into  the  heavens  themselves,  and  I  saw  and 
heard  things  unutterable.”  It  was  by  this  series  of 
visions  that  Paul  was  prepared  to  take  up  his  first 
great  missionary  work.  Thus,  when  the  Church  at 
Antioch  said,  “Paul,  we  want  you  and  Barnabas  to 
push  out  into  the  regions  beyond  and  there  plant 
Churches  of  Christ  among  the  alien  peoples,”  he  was 
ready,  he  obeyed,  following  that  heavenly  vision. 

We  follow  the  man  upon  his  path  of  obedience. 
First,  he  goes  to  the  home  of  Barnabas;  then  upon 
the  shore  of  the  sea,  there  comes  that  problem  of 
obedience  which  made  the  heart  of  Mark  to  shudder, 
and  drove  him  to  turn  back.  Paul  crossed  the  moun¬ 
tains  and  penetrated  into  the  perilous  regions  beyond. 
Paul  said:  “Yes,  we  shall  take  the  hazards  of  the  trip, 
for  that  is  the  way  the  vision  leads,  and  we  must 
obey.”  And  so  in  Antioch  and  in  those  other  cities 
in  the  Galatian  country,  Paul,  face  to  face  with 
death,  following  in  the  path  of  obedience,  built  that 
great  group  of  Churches  known  as  the  Galatian 
Churches.  So  the  first  stage  of  Paul’s  missionary 
work  is  finished.  He  has  caught  the  vision,  he  has 
obeyed  the  call,  and  his  reward  is  a  group  of 
Churches  won  to  Jesus  Christ  and  established  in  the 
faith.  Paul  has  not  only  won  the  reward  of  these 
Churches,  but  he  has  won  Christ.  There  is  a  larger 
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and  greater  Christ  for  Paul  as  he  finishes  this  work 
than  he  had  when  he  undertook  it,  for  somehow  the 
more  we  give  Christ  the  more  we  have  of  Christ,  and 
the  larger  need  in  others  that  we  fill  with  the  Christ 
of  our  lives,  the  larger  Christ  remains  in  our  own 
lives.  Paul  had  seen  Gentiles  in  the  raw — people  far 
away  from  anything  that  he  had  counted  religion — 
accept  Jesus  Christ  as  he  witnessed  to  him  as  his  Sav¬ 
iour;  as  he  had  seen  these  people  brought  to  accept 
Jesus  Christ,  he  had  won  Christ  in  a  larger  measure. 
Thus  closed  out  the  round  of  that  first  cycle  in  his 
life. 

Do  you  know  what  Paul’s  ambition  was?  He  said 
always  to  win  Christ,  and  face  to  face  with  death 
and  hazard  of  every  kind  he  came  through  with  a 
larger  Christ  than  he  had  known  before. 

The  second  cycle  or  stage  of  Paul’s  missionary 
work  is  that  of  the  second  and  third  missionary 
journeys,  that  series  of  journeys  which  are  the  crown¬ 
ing  piece  of  Paul’s  great,  active  career. 

The  discipline  which  Paul  underwent  for  this  great 
work  is  perhaps  the  keenest  of  all  that  fell  to  him. 
In  the  first  place,  when  Paul  came  back  from  that 
first  missionary  journey,  full  of  the  flush  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  of  planting  these  Galatian  Churches,  the 
people  from  Jerusalem  said:  “Well,  Paul,  we  are 
rather  uncertain  about  that  enterprise;  we  think  you 
are  going  a  little  too  rapidly  probably;  you  are  ig- 
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noring  the  chosen  people,  you  are  counting  the  cov¬ 
enant  as  nothing;  and  if  you  lift  these  mere  Gentiles 
to  a  level  with  us,  what  advantage  is  there  in  being  a 
Jew?  We  would  like  to  debate  this  question  with 
you.”  So  it  was  that  Paul,  with  the  splendid  en¬ 
thusiasm  of  his  great  work  upon  him,  expecting  a  re¬ 
sponse  from  the  Christian  people,  met  criticism — met 
a  spirit  that  would  say  to  him,  “We  think  this  type 
of  work  would  better  be  stopped,  for  it  is  trenching 
upon  the  privileges  of  God’s  people.”  He  stood  the 
severe  ordeal  at  Jerusalem,  and  came  through  it  vic¬ 
torious.  Then  he  started  out  on  the  journey  across 
Galatia.  He  wanted  to  go  to  Ephesus;  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  said,  “No,  you  must  not  take  that  jour¬ 
ney.”  Then  he  thought  he  would  turn  in  the  other 
direction;  and  the  spirit  of  Christ  said,  “No,  you 
must  not  take  that  course.  ”  And'here  he  was  shut  up, 
not  allowed  to  pass  either  way,  under  the  terrible 
discipline  of  wanting  to  work,  and  yet  being  hedged 
in  on  each  side  from  it  by  some  great  inner  con¬ 
straint.  He  passed  on  straight  to  the  sea.  There 
did  not  seem  to  be  anything  calling  him  specially, 
but  the  Spirit  of  God  said  go,  and  he  passed  right 
on  up  to  the  shore  of  the  sea  without  any  idea  of 
what  it  meant.  That  is  accepting  discipline,  for  dis¬ 
cipline  is  walking  hand  in  hand  with  God  when  we 
cannot  see  the  end  of  the  way;  that  is  real  discipline, 
that  is  faith.  And  when  Paul  came  at  last,  follow- 
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ing  with  difficulty  the  path  of  obedience,  to  Troas, 
the  vision  came,  the  second  great  vision  of  Paul’s  life. 
The  first,  the  vision  of  Christ;  the  second,  the  vision 
of  the  man  of  Macedonia  calling,  “Come  over  and 
help  us.”  There  was  the  great  need  of  the  Greek 
people  thrust  upon  him,  calling  to  him  in  the  man  of 
Macedonia,  and  Paul  accepted  the  call.  It  was  a 
great  test,  perhaps  not  as  great  in  Paul’s  apprecia¬ 
tion  as  we  see  it  now,  but  it  wras  a  great  test  to  throw 
himself  into  the  midst  of  that  Greek  population,  to 
see  if  the  gospel  of  J esus  Christ  could  save  such  great 
and  corrupt  cities  as  the  Greeks  had  built.  But  that 
was  the  call.  “  Come  over,”  the  man  of  Macedonia 
said,  “and  help  us,”  for  we  need  something  that 
probably  you  can  impart.  It  is  the  most  majestic 
scene,  I  believe,  in  all  history.  Think  of  it  for  a  mo¬ 
ment!  Here  is  a  poor,  frail,  despised  Jew;  he  has  a 
friend  that  he  brought  from  Antioch,  that  has  walked 
through  all  this  Asia  Minor  territory  with  him;  he 
has  found  a  boy  yonder  in  Lystra,  a  young  fellow 
that  has  accepted  Paul’s  gospel,  and  wants  to  throw 
in  his  life  with  Paul.  These  men,  tramping  over 
the  sands  of  Asia  Minor,  come  up  to  Troas.  They 
find  Luke,  a  physician,  there  from  across  the  sea, 
who  is  himself  perhaps  a  Macedonian,  and  the  call  is 
to  take  Macedonia  for  Christ.  This  poor  Jew,  with 
this  boy  and  this  friend,  said:  “We  will  undertake  the 
task.”  At  that  same  city,  three  or  four  centuries  be- 
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fore,  there  was  enacted  a  scene  that  the  world  has 
not  ceased  to  glorify.  Alexander  the  Great  came 
over  from  Macedonia  to  Troas  and  said:  “The  Greek 
will  master  the  Orient.”  He  hunted  up  all  the  Ho¬ 
meric  gods  and  poured  our  his  libations  to  them,  and 
said:  “Will  you  help  me  to  conquer  the  East  for  the 
Greek  ?  ”  The  world  has  not  ceased  until  this  day  to 
follow  and  admire  the  wonderful  career  of  Alexan¬ 
der.  He  has  brought  the  world  to  his  feet  under 
the  sway  of  his  matchless  sword  and  his  generalship. 
And  yet  the  man  who  has  the  insight  will  see  that 
the  heroism  and  greatness  of  Alexander,  whom  he 
called  the  Great,  has  not  the  first  approach  to  the 
heroism  and  greatness  of  that  man  who,  here  in 
these  later  centuries,  stood  in  the  same  place  and 
caught  this  vision  and  said:  “Yes,  with  the  presence 
of  J esus  Christ  and  the  message  of  his  word,  I  shall 
throw  myself  into  this  Greek  civilization  and  cap¬ 
ture  it  for  my  Lord.”  That  is  heroism  of  the  highest 
order.  And  so  Paul  thrust  himself  out.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  follow  him  as  the  pressure  of  this 
great  vision  pushes  him  on,  into  Philippi,  into  Thes- 
salonica,  the  great  emporium  and  center  of  Mace¬ 
donia,  down  through  Athens  into  Corinth.  When  he 
gets  to  Corinth  there  is  a  great  pause,  and  Paul  needs, 
in  the  face  of  that  awful  city,  to  have  the  vision  re¬ 
newed  once  more.  He  questions:  ‘ 4  Can  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  save  a  great,  corrupt,  commercial  cen- 
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ter  ?  ”  That  is  Paul's  problem.  4 4  Where  the  East  and 
the  West  have  come  together,  and  the  virtues  of  both 
are  lost  and  the  vices  of  both  are  intensified,  can  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  do  anything  for  it?  A  city 
whose  very  name  is  a  synonym  for  unmentionable 
vice — can  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  do  anything  for 
such  a  place  ?  ”  Paul  is  face  to  face  with  the  great  di¬ 
lemma.  44  Either,”  Paul  says,  44 1  must  have  a  greater 
Christ  than  I  have  thought,  or  I  must  quit.”  That  is 
his  feeling.  Whenever  he  was  in  a  dilemma  of  that 
kind  he  always  said:  44  Christ  is  greater  than  I  had 
thought,  and  I  will  enter  and  stay  by  the  enterprise.” 
But  the  vision  had  to  be  renewed  to  Paul  at  Corinth. 
So  he  thrust  himself  into  that  work,  and  out  of  that 
very  cesspool  of  world-iniquity  Paul  gathered  a 
great  Church,  and  gathered  a  people  who  could  ap¬ 
preciate  the  finest  song  of  the  Christian  faith  that 
has  ever  been  sung,  the  thirteenth  of  First  Corinthi¬ 
ans,  written  to  people,  I  say,  that  were  rescued  from 
the  darkest  depths  of  vicious  iniquity. 

Then  he,  after  he  had  taken  another  tour  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  threw  himself  into  that  other  great  city,  Ephe¬ 
sus,  another  home  of  perverted  religion,  a  place 
where  vice  was  not  simply  practiced,  but  where  vice 
was  a  religious  act,  and  Paul  had  to  face  the  ques¬ 
tion:  4  4  Can  I  do  anything  for  a  people  who  not  only 
are  vicious,  but  who  count  vicious  practice  as  re¬ 
ligious  devotion?”  And  yet  he  said:  44 1  will  stay.” 
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For  three  years  he  wrought  in  the  midst  of  that  peo¬ 
ple,  finding  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  was  equal 
to  their  salvation  too;  and  so,  as  he  had  tried  Thessa- 
lonica  and  Corinth  and  Ephesus,  he  closed  up  this 
second  great  stage  of  his  life. 

And  what  was  Paul’s  reward  ?  These  strategic  cen¬ 
ters  of  the  old  Greek  world  captured  for  Jesus  Christ. 
Through  Thessalonica  later  on  there  went  a  stream 
of  missionary  power  that  touched  the  Moravians  and 
the  Wesleyans,  and  binds  us  with  a  living  link  to 
Paul.  In  Corinth  there  was  built  a  great  Church 
that  became  the  center  of  almost  ideal  Christianity 
(though  they  had  always 'more  or  less  of  the  spir- 
it  of  faction,)  and  in  Ephesus  there  was  planted  a 
people  of  such  splendid  spiritual  gift  that  Paul  wrote 
them  a  letter  that  still  transcends  our  powers  of  re¬ 
ligious  appreciation  and  insight.  So  he  closed  up 
this  second  stage.  He  had  obeyed.  What  was  his 
reward ?  Paul  had  said  on  his  first  journey :  “I  think 
Christ  is  coming  again  soon  to  destroy  the  wicked, 
and  to  lift  his  own  people  up,  and  to  establish  his 
own  kingdom.”  That  is  the  way  in  which  he  started 
upon  the  journey.  u  Things  are  so  bad  that  I  believe 
Jesus  Christ  cannot  endure  them  much  longer.  He 
may  soon  come  to  judge  and  rescue  these  poor 
people  of  his.”  He  came  to  the  close  of  that  journey 
believing  that  nothing  is  impossible  for  Jesus  Christ, 
and  that  the  world  after  all  may  be,  would  be,  saved. 
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He  came  to  believe  that  the  kingdom  of  God  would 
not  be  set  up  by  destroying,  but  by  reclaiming  and 
saving,  and  he  wrote  those  magnificent  letters.  If 
you  want  to  know  Paul’s  reward,  read  Romans,  read 
Corinthians,  and  see  the  Christ  he  had  won,  and  you 
will  understand  his  reward.  The  aim  of  his  life  was 
to  win  Christ.  He  thrust  himself  into  a  field  of  al¬ 
most  impossible  difficulty,  and  there  he  found  Christ, 
found  that  he  had  to  have  a  larger  Christ  to  perform 
the  task  he  had  undertaken.  So  we  get  the  second 
great  stage  and  the  second  great  lesson — the  sum  in¬ 
deed  of  Paul’s  life:  What  you  are  willing  to  do  for 
Christ  will  determine  the  worth  of  Christ  to  you. 
The  place  where  you  discover  Christ  is  the  place 
where  you  undertake  what,  to  you,  is  the  impossible 
task  for  him. 

I  am  reminded  of  those  older  prophets.  How  did 
their  God  become  so  great  to  them?  It  was  when 
they  were  face  to  face  with  those  awful  dilemmas, 
when  the  great  empires  of  Assyria  and  Chaldea  were 
threatening  the  very  life  of  their  own  nation.  People 
laughed  and  said:  “Where  now  is  your  God?” 
Those  prophets  were  there  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of 
saying,  “Our  God  is  defeated  and  ruined,”  or  “Our 
God  is  a  greater  God  than  we  had  thought,  and  is 
equal  to  this  task.”  The  building  of  the  prophetic 
faith  came  in  just  that  way.  That  is  the  way  in 
which  Jehovah  is  appreciated  as  great,  and  that  is 
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just  the  way  in  which  Paul  came  to  appreciate  the 
greatness  of  Christ.  I  believe  that  to-night,  if  the 
Methodism  of  Nashville  should  say,  “There  is  not  a 
spot  or  corner  of  this  city  that  we  cannot  claim  for  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,”  it  would  be  astonished  at  the  greatness  of 
Jesus  Christ;  and  I  believe  that  just  so  long  as  we  say 
that  there  are  things  here  we  cannot  master  with  and 
through  Jesus  Christ  we .  shall  be  impoverished  in 
the  share  we  have  in  the  life  of  Christ,  and  the  ap¬ 
preciation  we  have  of  him  as  our  Lord. 

Paul  went  through  the  same  process  in  the  third 
stage  of  his  missionary  career.  Those  last  ten  years 
in  some  ways  were  the  most  difficult  of  Paul’s  whole 
life.  What  was  Paul’s  discipline  through  which  he 
began  that  last  stage  of  his  career?  The  man  who 
has  the  freedom  of  his  life,  and  does  his  work,  is  not 
quite  so  great  as  the  one  who  is  shut  in  and  yet  does 
his  work.  The  relative  greatness  of  our  work  is 
tested  somewhat  by  the  limitations  under  which  we 
do  it.  Please  remember  that.  It  is  the  lesson  of 
this  last  stage  of  Paul’s  life;  it  is  not  what  you  do, 
but  what  you  do  with  the  resources  you  have. 

We  almost  feel  that  Paul  would  have  been  justifiable 
had  he  done  nothing  in  this  last  stage  of  his  life. 
The  situation  was  a  most  pathetic  one.  He  had  been 
gathering  up  funds  for  the  poor  of  Jerusalem.  He 
said:  “I  love  my  own  people,  but  they  do  not  believe 
it,  and  I  am  going  to  them  now  with  a  convincing 
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proof  of  my  love,  and  I  am  going  to  break  down  that 
prejudice  of  theirs.  ”  So  he  came  into  his  mother  city 
once  again — the  city  of  his  love,  the  city  where  all 
his  patriotic  enthusiasm  was  centered — bringing  this 
gift,  and  what  did  he  get?  For  all  that  difficult  task 
of  gathering  up  funds  for  them  he  got  an  arrest; 
and  under  the  arrest,  as  he  told  them  of  the  course  of 
his  life,  they  broke  out  with  mob  violence,  and  wanted 
his  life;  they  organized  a  band  of  assassins  to  take 
his  life.  In  the  midst  of  this  darkness  Paul  got 
his  next  great  vision.  As  everything  was  shut  in 
about  him,  and  his  life  seemed  worth  nothing,  then 
God  again  stood  by  him  and  said:  4 4 Paul,  your  work 
is  not  done.  You  must  witness  for  me  at  Rome  also; 
I  have  yet  work  for  you  to  do.”  Out  of  the  midst  of 
that  severest  discipline,  when  everything  seemed  ab¬ 
solutely  to  shut  Paul  out  from  any  possibility  of  ac¬ 
tivity,  he  could  see  God  and  hear  God  calling  him  to 
go  to  the  heart  of  the  world’s  great  life  and  there 
witness  for  Jesus  Christ.  How  slender  a  thread  some¬ 
times  may  turn  the  course  of  events!  A  small  boy 
heard  the  plot  of  the  assassins,  disclosed  it,  and  the 
whole  scheme  that  seemed  so  sure  was  overturned,  and 
Paul  was  off  for  Caesarea.  There  the  vision  was  still 
before  him  of  going  to  Rome.  He  was  shut  in  still, 
but  willing  to  obey — obeying  by  waiting,  for  some¬ 
times  that  is  the  supreme  test.  At  last  there  came  the 
question:  44  Will  you  remain  for  trial  before  your  own 
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people,  or  will  you  thrust  yourself  out  to  Rome,  to 
the  bar  of  Nero?”  Paul  had  the  choice  of  obeying 
this  trend  of  things  that  would  take  him  to  Rome,  or 
of  stopping  at  Caesarea  and  finishing  his  career. 
With  some  the  burden  of  that  imprisonment  would 
seem  to  mean,  uMy  days  are  done;  I  would  as  well 
fold  my  hands  and  let  the  inevitable  take  its  course;” 
but  Paul  said:  uNo!  I  will  take  this  slight  avenue 
opened  for  me;  I  will  go  to  Rome,  and,  even  at  the 
bar  of  Nero,  I  will  see  if  I  cannot  do  something  for 
Jesus  Christ.”  Upon  the  voyage  there  came  a  re¬ 
newal  of  the  vision,  for  Paul  seemed  to  need  special 
help,  and  was  told  that  his  life  would  be  spared,  and 
that  he  would  be  carried  to  Rome.  Soon  we  find  him 
there,  realizing  his  great  ambition  of  going  to  Rome 
to  witness  for  Jesus  Christ.  For  Paul  never  heard 
of  a  great  center  of  influence  that  his  heart  was  not 
stirred  with  ambition  to  command  it  for  Jesus  Christ; 
where  things  were  doing  and  were  effective,  Paul 
wanted  to  urge  the  claims  of  his  Master,  and  so  he 
came  to  Rome.  The  conditions  were  very  untoward, 
and  yet  it  was  there  that  Paul  did,  in  some  measure,  his 
greatest  work  and  won  his  greatest  reward.  He  got 
the  ear  of  Caesar’s  own  household.  They  thought 
that  by  chaining  a  soldier  to  Paul  they  would  shut 
him  in,  and  yet  Paul  made  missionaries  of  those 
very  Roman  soldiers,  and  where  the  Roman  troops 
marched  they  carried  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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There  came  to  him  a  call  for  help  from  those  Church¬ 
es  which  he  had  planted  throughout  Greece  and  Asia 
Minor,  and  his  letters  were  going  forth  to  them.  At 
Rome  Paul  won  the  deepest  reward  of  his  life  all 
told,  for  in  Rome  again  he  had  to  abandon  Christ  or 
have  a  greater  Christ  than  he  had  ever  had  before. 
He  was  there  where  the  world  forces  were  in  full 
play;  he  was  there  where  the  imperial  power  had  in¬ 
trenched  itself  so  magnificently,  and  Paul  again  had 
to  answer  the  question:  “Where  Caesar  is  worshiped 
and  has  such  means  of  making  his  worship  good,  can 
Jesus  Christ  ever  have  any  friends  ?”  He  had  to  look 
out  upon  this  great  world  of  humanity  that  Rome 
had  brought  under  her  sway,  and  answer  the  question : 
Can  Jesus  Christ  encompass  and  control  all  this  vast 
empire  ?  He  had  to  think  in  large  terms.  He  got  a 
vision  of  a  greater  task,  and  he  had  to  turn  back 
from  it  or  say:  u  Christ  is  greater  than  I  had  thought.” 
And  if  you  want  to  read  his  reward,  read  Colossians, 
Ephesians,  and  Philippians,  and  you  will  see  what 
obedience  and  witnessing  in  Rome  meant  to  Paul. 
Heretofore  Christ  had  been  to  Paul  one  who  could 
save  every  man  to  the  uttermost;  that  was  the  Christ. 
When  he  stood  in  Rome  he  said  not  only  that,  but 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  One  whose  hand  has  been  shaping 
this  great  universe,  and  brought  it  to  its  present 
place,  and  J esus  Christ  is  the  One  who  will  guide  this 
great  universe  to  its  destiny.  Instead  of  a  Christ  en- 
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throned  simply  in  his  own  heart  and  in  the  heart  of 
humanity,  there  floated  before  him  the  vision  of  a 
Christ  enthroned  over  all  and  bearing  rule  with  the 
great  God  himself.  He  said:  u  Do  not  talk  of  angels 
or  of  any  intermediary  beings.  There  is  only  one, 
and  his  hand  holds  every  power  that  touches  the 
world  of  humanity.”  It  was  that  Christ  that  came  to 
Paul  as  he  sat  there  in  his  prison  at  Rome  and  thought 
through  to  the  deeper  things.  In  the  great  high  tide 
of  his  missionary  career  Paul  had  the  combative  and 
the  assertive  about  him,  but  here  he  sits  where  these 
great  forces  play  with  utter  calm  and  quiet.  He  reads 
the  deeper  meaning  and  the  larger  work  of  Christ, 
and  because  he  obeyed  to  witness  for  Jesus  Christ  in 
Rome,  he  won  Christ — a  larger  Christ  than  would  have 
been  possible  for  him  anywhere  else  in  the  world 
probably.  He  wrote  Ephesians.  This  great  Christ, 
he  said,  is  the  Christ  of  the  Church.  In  us  as  a 
people,  as  a  Church,  there  is  the  fullness  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  through  us  he  means  to  make  this  new 
humanity  and  realize  the  great  purpose  of  God. 

Then  he  paused  once  again,  and  wrote  Philippians. 
It  is  this  Christ  that  lives  in  me,  the  Christ  that  made 
all  things,  the  Christ  for  whom  and  unto  whom  all 
things  were  made;  this  is  the  Christ  for  whom  I  have 
been  living;  he  is  in  me.  O,  if  I  can  only  be  partak¬ 
er  in  his  sufferings,  sharing  in  his  risen  life,  enter¬ 
ing  into  his  glory,  it  will  be  more  than  compensation 
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for  all  that  I  have  undertaken,  for  all  that  I  have 
suffered!  If  you  could  have  stood  alongside  Paul  as 
he  wrote  Philippians  and  have  said:  “Paul,  your  life 
has  been  a  hard  one,  has  it  not?  You  followed  great 
purposes,  suffered  terrifically  for  them;  we  see  the 
marks  of  torture  written  all  over  your  face  and  your 
frame;  Paul,  it  has  been  a  hard  life,  has  it  not?” 
And  the  answer  would  have  come  back:  “I  have 
won  J esus  Christ,  and  the  cost  is  nothing  alongside 
the  compensation.” 

That  is  the  outcome  of  following  your  highest 
vision — of  obeying  it,  even  in  the  face  of  death. 

Let  us  look  into  this  great  life.  Let  us  say,  as  we 
look  into  God’s  face:  uO  Father,  put  me  through  any 
discipline  that  thou  mayst  see  to  be  best;  let  it  come, 
severe  as  it  may  be,  only  out  of  it  let  me  catch  a  vision 
of  the  work  for  which  thou  art  preparing  me.  And 
then,  Father,  when  thou  dost  give  the  vision,  give 
me  the  courage,  the  strength,  the  full  devotion  to 
follow  it  out  to  its  fullest  realization,  and  at  the  last 
I  shall  leave  with  thee  the  reward.” 

They  built  a  monument  to  Paul,  there  where  he 
won  the  martyr’s  crown;  but  one  writer  has  said  that 
that  beautiful  monument  is  not  Paul’s  monument; 
the  universal  Christian  Church  is  the  monument  of 
Paul,  the  man  who  saw  and  served  according  to  the 
vision  splendid.  There  is  only  one  great  cathedral 
built  to  Paul,  for  he  wTas  neglected  by  the  Middle 


30 


PAUL  AS  A  MISSIONARY. 


Ages.  Saint  Paul’s  Cathedral  is  the  only  cathedral 
built  to  him,  I  believe,  before  the  sixteenth  century; 
but  that  is  not  the  temple  that  Paul  has  built.  We — 
you  and  I — as  temples  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  his  in¬ 
dwelling,  we  are,  in  a  large  measure,  monuments  to 
this  same  man  that  served  so  faithfully.  Let  us  say 
with  Paul:  “That  I  may  win  Christ.  That  I  may 
undertake  any  task  he  puts  upon  me.”  Let  us  ask 
that  the  task  may  be  difficult,  so  that  we  may  win  a 
greater  Christ  than  we  have  ever  known  before.  Let 
us  take  that  cycle  of  growth  then  as  it  comes  to  us  in 
Paul’s  life.  And  may  we  be  like  him  in  seeing  the 
work  the  Master  wants  us  to  do,  and  in  serving  him 
to  the  uttermost  as  he  calls. 
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